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" The property has a special place in Jefferson
County’s history, for on the night of October 16,
The JCHS fall meeting will be held on November 71859, John Brown’s raiders broke into the house and
at 2:00 p.m. in the meeting room on the lower levetook John Allstadt, his son, and several of his slaves

of the OIld Charles Town Library at the corner ofto the fort at Harper’'s Ferry. One of the highlights o
Washington and Samuel Streets (use the Museuthe house is the repaired door that was broken during
entrance on Samuel Street). Local author andhe raid.

Jefferson County Historical Society Board member
Bob O'Connor will discuss "Charlestown's role in the
John Brown events of 1859". Whereas most people
think of Harper's Ferry when they think of John
Brown -- Harper’s Ferry's events lasted for parts of
three days -- Charlestown's involvement lasted from
October 18, 1859 until March 16. 1860 -- a total of
six months. Bob, author of the historical novel "The
Perfect Steel Trap Harper’'s Ferry 1859," will discuss
the affect of the events on Charlestown’s residasts
they were caught up in the quartering of soldiers in
their homes, the trials, the seven executions, raarsh
law and other aspects of the raid’s aftermath.

The Gibsons have completed a wonderful
" restoration of the buildings and grounds which were
thoroughly enjoyed by their guests. Jim prepared and
The 2009 summer picnic was held August 5 at thénstalled photographic displays around the property
Allstadt House and Ordinary owned by our own Jimto illustrate before-and-after conditions during the
(vice-president) and Barbara (treasurer) Gibson. Itestoration. Betsy Wells did another great job
was a beautiful day, both weather-wise and deviledrganizing the picnic; the Magnolia Tree folks were
egg-wise. Between 150 and 200 members and guestea hand to supply the essentials, and our
spread out on the lawns and toured the house and theembership once again came through with delicious
attached ordinary, which have been lovingly restoredide dishes and desserts.
by the Gibsons. Frank Buckles, now 108 years old,
held court on the porch and seemed to be enjoying
himself immensely.

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!
AIthough the mailing list for this newsletterg

On September 14 and October 12, the first two of
several presentations by local historians on aspects
: of Jefferson County history were held at the
: contains over 400 names, only about 20% f Shepherdstown Men’s Club, in Shepherdstown, WV.
- those individuals have provided their e-maii 4 shonsored by the Club and the Society, the series

addresses to the editor. Please folks, if you W@E‘t provides opportunities for local citizens and visitors
t0 stay informed of events and other OIOIOOFtUn“@‘ alike to learn more about the people and events
@ ties to learn about Jefferson County’s rich hlsm which shaped the county’s rich history.
ll|tory send an email to cmasonwhf@aol. corgp In September, John Allen, President of the
uW,th subject line My Email Address. Thanks'ﬂ Jefferson County Historic Landmarks Commission,
E@@@@J@@@@@J@@@@@J@@@@@J@@@@@J@@@@@J@@@@@J@@@@@J@@@H
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discussed selected architectural features of some of Potomac, The Impacts of the War Between the
the county’s oldest homes, those built between about States on Jefferson County.
1750 and the arrival of the B&O railroad and the. january 11: Keith Alexander, '8 century
C&O canal in 1850. Allen based his findings on a six
-year, countywide survey of over two-hundred
homes he conducted. He explained the variety of Jefferson Count
residential building types and styles found in y i
Jefferson County and how they compare to those ih March 8: Walter Washington and Betsy Wells,
neighboring areas. His work represents the first 1he Washington Family in Jefferson County
comprehensive study ever done of the county’s rich April 12: Doug Estep, The Mine Wars’ Impacts
architectural resources, and is based upon extensive on Jefferson County
documentation, including measured drawings and For more information please contact Curt Mason
large format photography. More complete (info@jeffersonhistoricalwv.org) or Tom Trumble
descriptions of the homes and his methods will bgitrumble @frontiernet.net ).
included in Mr. Allen’s upcoming book,
“Uncommon Vernacular: Early Houses of Jefferso P " A
County, West Virginia, 1750-1835hich will be
published by West Virginia University Press in 2011.x ssesusssissssiss Saturday, October 3 2009 a
John’s presentation drew an appreciative standing% $8POM'S & L remarkable event took place in
room only crowd of over one-hundred people; mos: ¥ __ g=iTa? % Jefferson County, WV, and
from around the county but some from as far away & - W % Washington County MD.’ Over
Buckhannon, WV. Following his presentation, the§ §1,850 participants ’from thirty-

Frsenessinnstt seven states ran and walked on
paths built over 150 years ago. The marathon course
traversed four national parks, allowing the runners to
experience the history of the region from pre-
settlement to today’s small town life.

Participants ranged from toddlers to
septuagenarians. Many observers characterized as
“magical” the scene at the start line of the marathon
in Harper's Ferry where Jefferson County
Commissioner Lyn Widmyer and Harper's Ferry
) i g SPark Superintendent Rebecca Harriot blew their
hali-an-hour  before thanking him with an \yisties in unison to start the runners on their way.
enthusiastic round of applause. o At Shepherd University, shorter races commenced

In October, Dennis Frye, Chief Historian atafier the singing of the Star Spangled banner when
Harper's Ferry National Historical Park, discussedjgferson County Commissioner Jim Surkamp,
the controversy surrounding the Centennialyessed in 18century garb, activated a loud siren.

celebration of John Brown’s Raid. He provided  arathoners ran through Harper's Ferry NHP,
details of the Civil War Centennial Commlssmnspast John Brown’s Fort, where park staff were

reluctance to celebrate Brown’s raid and the ensuingnaking ready for the many events which would
n_a_tional uproar that occurred when a Harper's Ferrigmmemorate the 150's anniversary of Brown's
citizen’s group took_ over the observance. _ 1859 raid and the beginnings of the Civil War. Along
The_dates and list of presenters and topics for th§e ceO canal towpath, their feet pounded on the
remaining events are _ same ground that over 100 years ago had felt the beat
November 9: Bill Theriault, Development of a of the hooves of mules and the boots of canal boat
web-based historical data base of Jeffersoaptains piloting their boats to destinations up and
County Land Records. down the waterway. Shaded and quiet, this historic
December 8: Doug Perks, All Quiet Along the avenue allowed the runners to enjoy the leafy cover

waterfront commerce near Shepherdstoiv.
February 8: Jim Taylor, Black History of

2,
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audience peppered him with questions for almo
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and picture-perfect views of the meanderingarms and supplies shipped first to Chambersburg,
Potomac River by their side. Pennsylvania. All during the summer and early fall
Supporters in Sharpsburg MD waved flags anaf 1859 the men of Brown’s “army” drifted in.
sent up a roar as they saw the half-marathon runners Brown'’s strategy was to seize the United States
on their way to Antietam NHP, cheering them on toArmory located at the confluence of the Shenandoah
run on the 1862 battlefield where more Americansand Potomac Rivers and to liberate the slaves in the
lost their lives in a single day than at any timeum o immediate vicinity of Harper's Ferry, Virginia.
nation’s history. Reconnaissance by John E. Cook, a captain in
Freedom’s Run not only allowed participants toBrown’s “provisional army,” and Brown himself,
celebrate the great outdoors and public lands, it alsprovided the logistical details necessary to conduct a
brought out community pride and enjoyment inguerilla assault and also identified the local farms
living in such historic surroundings. It also evoked inthat used slave labor. Brown’s logic was simple. By
many runners a deep personal interest in being pastriking a national armory, the word of his campaign
of the small town civic life, the river valley’s bagu to end slavery would reach the ears of fellow
and the living history that these parks so clearly havabolitionists in the north and encourage both their
preserved. support and their participation in his campaign.

Likewise, he envisioned that once the news of his
mission reached the south, plantation owners would
t| Although October is the high point capitulate and free their slaves.
2 |for John Brown Sesquicentennial To help with housekeeping and to give a
)| activities, they do continue into semblance of normalcy, Brown brought his daughter
e INovember and December as well. Anne and son Owen’s wife Martha to the Maryland
Please visit www.johnbrownraid.org for an farm house. A neighbor, Jennie Chambers, recalled
updated calendar of events. It is well worth yourthat Brown“lived out at the Kennedy Farmhouse on
while to take the two hour, two mile Sunday ranger'she Antietam Road with his two daughters. They
walk in the footsteps of John Brown. You may bewere quiet unpretentious people who had little to say
taken to several places you have never seen before.about their neighbors, and that only for the good.”
The JCHS was recognized for its role inAnother neighbor, Mr. Hoffmaster saitGmith, no
providing part of the matching funds for the matter where he came from was a good neighbor
interesting David Hunter Strother exhibit of 1859 and a good preacher, t00.”
sketches at the Jefferson County Museum In late August 1859 John Brown met with
commemorating the John Brown SesquicentenniaFrederick Douglass in Chambersburg. During their
The drawings of the Martinsburg artist, known alsomeeting, Brown divulged his plan of attack to
by his pen name Porte Crayon, were made fobouglass and told hinfCome with me Douglass, |
Harper's Weekly. The exhibit was provided by thewill defend you with my life. | want you for a special
West Virginia Regional History Collection of the purpose. When | strike, the bees will begin to swarm
West Virginia University Libraries. and | shall want you to help hive them.”

(= ] 0,
" 150th Anniversary | $ Y%

; . Frederick Douglass considered Brown'’s offer.
M | & ) After some reflection, he refused to be a part of
% +, Brown’s scheme and told Brown th&agou [Brown]
‘*i\ $ 1 *-J0 are going into a perfect steel-trap, and once in you
Poy Doug Perks will never get out alive. Virginia will blow you and

your hostages sky-high, rather than you should hold

In the summer of 1859, John Brown was ready to sdiarper's Ferry an hour.” Douglass’ traveling

in motion his plan to free slaves. Using the aliascompanion, Shields Green, had a different opinion.

“lIsaac Smith,” Brown rented the vacant KennedySaid Green|l believe I'll go with the Old Man.”

Farm located in Maryland south of Sharpsburg - four Brown was undeterred. In September 1859, he
miles from his target. Kennedy Farm would be hisrevealed his plan to the men who had assembled at
headquarters, a place where Brown began to collethe Kennedy Farm. A raucous debate ensued during
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which Brown offered to resign his post as leader of

Next came assignments. For whatever reason,

the campaign. Brown’s ploy worked. In the end allBrown’s son Owen and brothers Edwin and Barclay

of the men agreed to cast their lot with Brown.
“Men, get on your arms;
we will proceed to the Ferry.”

Coppoc were assigned to form a rear guard. They
would be responsible for overseeing the transfer of
the supplies stored at the Kennedy Farm to a school

John Brown spent the summer waiting: waitinghouse near Harper’'s Ferry. The remaining “army,”
for more men to arrive to join the campaign; waitingjust eighteen men, would go with Brown.

for the remainder of his supplies to be moved to his Brown warned his men not to spill

farmhouse headquarters; waiting for “a sign.”

On September 3p 1859, Brown sent his

daughter Anne an
daughter-in-law Marthi
back to the Brown famil
farm near North Elba, Ney
York. Among her
possessions, Anne carriec
letter written by her fathe
addressed to“My Dear
Wife and Children, All....”
Prophetically, on Octobe
1 Brown wrote thess
words: “Save this letter tc ;
remember your father b Aot Thoim
Anne.”

blood

needlessly but not to hesitate in defending
themselves‘We have here only one life to live, and

once to die; and if we lose our lives it will perhaps
do more for the cause than our lives will be worth in
any other way.”

At 8:00 PM John Brown saitivien, get on your
arms; we will proceed to the Ferry.” Brown
climbed into a wagon and led his m&s solemnly
as a funeral processiontlown the road. There was
no moon.

“I came here from Kansas

and this is a slave state...”
At about midnight on October T6Brown and his
men reached the Potomac River bridge. They
encountered William Williams, the B & O bridge
night watchman and took him hostage. Guards were

Brown had sent John Cook to the Harper’s Ferryposted on the bridge.
area the previous year to reconnoiter, gather statistic The raiders moved into the sleeping town and
about the local farms and plantations, and estimatealked up to the locked gates of the musket factory.
the number of slaves on hand. When Cook reportewhen challenged by Daniel Whelan, the armory
to Brown, he said thdslaves will swarm like bees.” guard, Brown said;l came here from Kansas and
As the time drew near for the attack, Henry Kagithis is a slave state; | want to free all the Negroes in
reported seeing a full moon — a sign of good luckthis state; | have possession now of the United States
Although originally planned for October 24Brown ~ Armory, and if the citizens interfere with me | must
felt the signs were right to move. Disappointed byonly burn the town and have blood,Brown
the small number of men who responded, Browrcaptured Whelan, their first of many hostages, and
nevertheless set a date for the raid on Harper’s Fertyis men took possession of the armory.
— Sunday, October 16 From the armory Brown led a party up

Brown held a council of war and revealed his plarShenandoah Street and seized Hall's Rifle Works.
to his men. Upon arrival at Harper’'s Ferry, BrownHenry Kagi and John Copeland were left in charge
intended to seize and hold the bridge spanning thehere. At 1:00 AM the eastbound train steamed down
Potomac River. Next he wanted to gain control otthe track and was stopped by Brown’s men. They
first the U. S. Musket Factory along the Potomac andlso cut the telegraph lines. Hearing the train, the
then the U. S. Rifle Factory located up thebaggage master Heyward Shepherd, a free black
Shenandoah. From his reconnaissance Brown kneman, walked down the track to assist passengers.
that there were no troops stationed at Harper’'s FerrBrown’s men saw Shepherd coming toward them
and that this would give him the margin of timeand ordered him to halt. Confused, frightened, or
necessary to execute his plan. The final piece was@th, Shepherd turned and ran. One of the raiders
discussion of taking and holding hostages — hostageshouldered his Sharps carbine and a shot echoed
who could become bargaining chips with anyagainst the surrounding heights. Heyward Shepherd
Virginia militia who might answer the call. fell with what proved to be a mortal wound.
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Ironically, the first casualty of John Brown’s raid the armory’s entrance gate. More importantly, these
was a free black man shot by one of Brown’s men. men ensured that Brown and the remainder of his

Brown sent John Cook and Shields Green outand would not be able to escape from Harper’s
along the Harper’s Ferry--Charlestown Turnpike onFerry. The “perfect steel trap” envisioned by
a special mission. The men stopped firdBaall Air,  Frederick Douglass was set.
the home of General Washington's great-nephew During the day, three more residents of Jefferson
Lewis W. Washington. There they pulled County lost their lives. At 7 AM Thomas Boerley
Washington from his home, -collected severalwas mortally wounded after he fired a shot towards
enslaved men, and seized several relics that Lewihe armory grounds. In the early afternoon,
Washington had inherited from General WashingtonCharlestown resident George Turner was killed on
When they leftBeall Air the raiders moved to the High Street. In the late afternoon, Harper's Ferry’'s
home of John H. Allstadt. The drill was repeated -mayor, Fontaine Beckham, was killed on the railroad
waking the family, taking Allstadt and his son tracks adjacent to the armory grounds. Beckham was
hostage, and gathering Allstadt’s enslaved men. attempting to see for himself what was happening to

For some unknown reason, at 3:00 AM, Brownhis town.
ordered the eastbound train released. When the train Brown recognized that escape was impossible and
reached the first working telegraph station at Point ofried to negotiate a way out. He sent raider William
Rocks, Maryland, Conductor Phelps sent thisThompson under a white flag to the Wager House
message’F EARFUL AND EXCITING INTELLIGENCE ! Hotel to negotiate; Thompson was captured. Next
NEGRO INSURRECTION AT HARPERS FERRY! Brown sent his son Watson out under the white flag.
HARPER'S FERRY BRIDGE FORTIFIED BY ARMED  Watson received a mortal wound from a shot fired
MEN AND DEFENDED WITH CANNON!!  ARMS by a crowd angered by the deaths of their fellow
SEIZED AND SENT TO THE INTERIOR!!!! citizens.

“What is the old man waiting for?” During the first day of the raid ten of the twent

At 6 AM on the morning of October 1,7armory  one men who came with John Brown to Harper's
workers began arriving for work. They were eitherFerry were either killed or received a mortal wound.
taken hostage, or recognizing that something wakicluded in that number were two of his sons —
amiss, they scurried back to home and safetyOliver and Watson. Upriver at Hall's Rifle Works,
Among the unfortunate captives was Archibald M.Brown’s lieutenant, Henry Kagi ponderetVhat is
Kitzmiller, the clerk of the armory superintendentthe old man waiting for?”
and the acting superintendent. Also captured was A. “It is impossible for you to escape...”
M. Ball, the master armorer at Harper’s Ferry. From a strategic standpoint, John Brown made

Gradually word of the raid began to spreadseveral critical errors. One of the biggest errors was
through the waking village. The bell in the Lutheranto release the eastbound train in the early hours of
Church steeple tolled an alarm. In response, some @ctober 1¥. As soon as the train reached an
the townspeople banded together and armedperating telegraph station, the alarm was spread.
themselves with a variety of weapons. These civilian Secretary of War John B. Floyd received the
“‘companies” of men would be the first to offer dispatch,’Armed men at Harper's Ferry!"Although
resistance to the invasion of their home. Manyspecific details were scarce, Floyd acted decisively.
Harper’s Ferry citizens prudently sought refuge ouHe put a company of U. S. Marines stationed at the
of harms way on Bolivar Height. Navy Yard on the westbound train to Harper’s Ferry.

By noon on the 17 organized militia companies They were placed under command of Lieutenant
arrived and took up position. The Jefferson Guardssrael Greene. Aware that Colonel Robert E. Lee was
from Charlestown, the Hamtramck Guards and the@n leave at his father-in-law’s estatdington, Floyd
Shepherdstown Troop from Shepherdstown, and theent Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart with a message that
Berkeley Militia from Martinsburg each answered ordered Lee to Harper’'s Ferry. Upon arrival he was
the call to arms. The combination of volunteerinstructed to take charge of the situation. Without
citizen companies and the militia succeeded impause, Lee prepared to depart. Seizing the moment,
forcing Brown, his men, and a small group ofStuart requested and received permission to
hostages to take refuge in the fire engine house neaccompany Colonel Lee.
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By midnight on the 7 Colonel Lee and the 1 *

Marines were in place at Harper's Ferry. Lee hag 4 | " ((
determined that the threat of further insurrection ha
been eliminated by the action of the local militia. He  The series of wet and cold summers that plagued
then accepted control and determined that Browmvestern Europe and the British Isles during the early
and his remaining band would be given thel840’s, were calamitous, leaving crops blackened
opportunity to surrender. Lee drafted a letterand rotting in the fields. Nowhere were the effects of
advising Brown of his decision and outlined thethese disasters felt more keenly than in Ireland, with
tactics to be used to accomplish the mission. its chronic dependence on the potato crop, and by
1845 famine marched across the land.

Among the thousands who fled their native
country during these years were the *Boerly family,
from the town of Roscommon in the western part of
Ireland, situated with its face towards the coast and
the Atlantic Ocean beyond. Thomas and Bridget
Boerly arrived in America no later than 1844. An
enterprising couple, hard work and determination
eventually allowed them to forge a successful life as
grocery store keepers in the bustling Virginia town
of Harper's Ferry. There were tragedies along the
way. in St. Peter's Catholic cemetery at Harper’s
Ferry are five small graves. One of the children, little

Early on the morning of October™&.ieutenant Mary Boerly. lived to the age of nine, while the
Stuart took Colonel. Lee’s letter to John Browth:  grave of a baby sister reveals that this child only
is impossible for you to escape...the Armory issurvived for seven days. Thomas and Bridget coped
surrounded on all sides by troops...Col. Lee, Unitedvith their grief privately, showing a stoicism that
States Army...sent by the President of the Unitedias all too familiar in that day and age. By 1859,
States to suppress this insurrection...demands thimeir family consisted of three surviving children,
surrender of the persons in the Armory buildings.” Thomas, Charles and Elizabeth, and an adopted
The Colonel demanded unconditional surrender witlorphaned niece, Mary Donoho.
no terms. John Brown declined. The night of October 61859, was to be the

Colonel Lee had anticipated Brown’'s responselast night of Thomas Boerly’s life. John Brown and
Using a pre-arranged signal, Lieutenant Stuarhis followers had crept into the sleeping town and
stepped back from the door of the engine house. Heefore dawn had already murdered the black B&O
quickly removed his hat and waved it. The assault omailroad porter, Hayward Shepherd. Boerly, standing
the engine house by the Marines was set in motion. in the doorway of his store, near the corner of High

The assault was over in less than three minuteand Shenandoah streets, was shot in the groin by one
Private Luke Quinn, the first Marine to enter theof the raiders at about 7 a.m. According to Dr. John
breach, received a mortal wound. When Lieutenan§tarry, in his evidence given during a subsequent
Greene entered the engine house, Lewis Washingtanvestigation by the Mason Commission, Thomas
pointed out Brown. Greene struck Brown with hisBoerly was attended by a Dr. Claggett, who stayed
sword wounding him. Raiders Jeremiah Andersonwith the mortally wounded man until he died.

Oliver Brown, and Dauphin Thompson were Kkilled. In the John Thomas Gibson Document

When interrogated by Virginia’s Governor Henry Collection, document number 14 is a letter, dated
Wise, Brown took total credit for the raithlo man 27" March, 1860, written by A.M. Kitzmiller (who
sent me here; it was my own prompting and that ohad been acting superintendent of the Armory at the
my Maker, or that of the Devil — whichever youtime of the Raid) from Harper’s Ferry, and addressed
please to ascribe to. | acknowledge no master ino Colonel John Gibson at the House of Delegates in
human form.” Richmond. (Spelling and punctuation are original.)
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My Dear Sir.

At the earnest solicitation of Mrs. Boerley
the widow of Thomas Boerley dec. who was
killed at this place, during the Brown War, by
Brown’s party, while engaged with arms in his
hands fighting them, and also at the request of
many citizens of our place, who are deeply
anxious that she should have some recognition
of her claims to a pension by the Gen:
Assembly, | address you this note. | had a letter
from Mr. Isbell, a few days ago, in which he
informs me, that the Bill for this purpose has
been pending in yr. House for some time, When John Brown finally retreated to the
waiting to be called up. Harper’'s Ferry Engine House with the remnants of

Referring to the condition of Boerley’'s his “army” and carefully selected hostages, the
family, of three small children and another an sturdy doors of the building proved to be impervious
orphan child taken by Boerley to be raised, andto blows from a sledge hammer. Lieutenant Israel
the declining health of the Widow, together withGreen, under orders from Colonel Robert E. Lee,
the prosperous business the Husband waselected twelve marines, with another twelve held in
engaged in, at the time of his death, and theeserve, to form a “storming party” and, using a
utter overthrow of all the prospects of the heavy ladder, to repeatedly batter the doors until the
family, by the sudden and disastrous slaughtexood finally gave way. Luke Quinn was part of the
of the head of the family, | cannot conceive of dstorming party” and when a jagged hole was made
case, having more claims to the benefaction oin the lower section of the right hand door, was the
the Legislature than this. second man to enter the Engine House. As

Will you have the kindness to prosecute théieutenant Green stepped over the threshold, into the
Bill in her favour, and you will entitle yr.self to dark and smoky interior, Quinn, immediately behind
the hearty thanks of many of her friends in thishim, was fired upon at point-blank range, probably
vicinity, and let me say to you, they are not fewby Brown. Quinn was carried to the area of the
in number. Please communicate with me, on th&uperintendent’s office where he died later the same

subject. day.
Very respectfully & truly, In 1994, visitors to the Museum, Mr. and Mrs.
Your friend, Lasswell from California, told of finding Luke
A.M. Kitzmiller Quinn’s grave in St. Peter’'s cemetery. Neglected and

This sensitive and compassionate letter spealsmnothered by undergrowth, this part of the cemetery
volumes on behalf of the character of Thomas Boerlyvas rapidly deteriorating. The Lasswells took time to
and the place that he and his family occupied in theull up weeds and clear the area around the grave,
hearts of their fellow townspeople. Sadly, it was$ norevealing Quinn’s epitaph on his headstone. Later,
until the end of the Civil War that Bridget Boerly they mailed us copies of photographs of the site.
finally received a pension. Thomas and Bridget Boerly had many

In another part of St. Peter's cemetery lies thelescendants. We are indebted to two of them, Mrs.
grave of Luke Quinn, Private, United States MarineJoan Thompson Moler and Mrs. Nancy Thompson
Corps. Quinn’s headstone shown in the photograpBmith for many facts concerning the Boerly family.
is not a contemporary monument but was erecte®f Luke Quinn’s family, we have found no trace. It
during the last century. Details are meager: Privatés fitting that Thomas Boerly and Luke Quinn, both
Quinn was born in Ireland in 1835 and came toborn in Ireland, rest near each other in the same
America at the age of nine. He enlisted on Novembedefferson County soil.

23, 1855 and was killed at the age of 24 on October *The Boerly family spelled their name without
18, 1859. the final “e”.
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Tax Lists as 1790 and 1800 This book is a follow up to a compilation the

" Census SubstitutesThe First and Census Bureau did in 1908 of the 39 Virginia
Johnna Armstrong | Second Federal Censuses (1790counties whose records were not destroyed in 1814.
and 1800) for this area no longer Virginia Tax Payerscovers the other 41 counties
survive; they were destroyed when where census records were not available. It also uses
the British occupied Washington, personal property tax lists as its principal source.
D.C., in 1814. Luckily, there are The Library of Virginia has personal property tax
records that can be wused aslists for each county and city from 1782 to 1930.
substitutes in establishing residency Research Notes Number 3sing Personal Property

Branching Qut
b

for our ancestors during this time. Tax Records in the Archives at the Library of
Tax lists are perhaps the best source we havé/irginia, outlines what the Library has and how to
although they have limitations, since they were neveaccess the records: http://www.lva.virginia.gov/
intended to represent the entire population for gublic/using_collections.asp#_guides-TaxRecords.
given area, but only those liable to pay tax. If you can get your hands on a copy of Volume 8
However, taxes were collected annually, instead 0{1964) ofVirginia Genealogistit contains the 1800
once every ten years, making it easier to track #&ax list for Berkeley County. This publication began
taxpaying individual over time. One good substitutepublishing the 1800 Virginia tax lists by county and
for the 1790 census is Schreiner-Yantis, Nettie andéh alphabetical order, starting with its first issue.
Florence Speakman Love$he 1787 Census of While not a perfect substitute, the tax lists will
Virginia: An Accounting of the Names of Everyhelp you to locate some of your ancestors, at least
White Male Tithable Over 21 Years.3,volumes. the ones who weren't hiding from the taxman.
Springfield, Va.: Genealogical Books in Print, 1987.

The information in these volumes, which includes 1 1
present-day Kentucky and West Virginia, was $ 2
compiled primarily from personal property 1787 tax

lists, and where those were not available from 1786 In the third of our series of biographies of the
and 1788 lists. The compilers also used petition listsSociety’'s Board of Directors, we are pleased to
land tax lists and in one county, a list of insolventsjntroduce readers to our treasurer, Ms. Barbara
to make the listing as complete as possible. IPhillips Gibson who has familial connections to the
contains roughly 95-98% of white tithable (taxable)Hatfields of Hatfields and McCoys fame. Barb spent
males in Virginia from that time period. her early years were in Pike County, KY, attending
The original tax lists recorded such interestingelementary school in Lexington as her dad obtained
items as how many carriage vehicles and billiarchis engineering degree at the University of
tables a tithable man owne@he 1787 Census of Kentucky. She earned a BS from WVU in Human
Virginia limits its listing to: names of tithable Resources with an emphasis in retail buying and
persons, the person charged with paying the tax, theéesign and an MS in Strategic Leadership from
numbers of white males above 16 and under 21 iMountain State University in Martinsburg. While in
the household, numbers of black males above 14 == ] college, she worked for
numbers of black males under 16 and the numbers (&= the Mechanical
horses, mules and cattle. The set is also broken o ‘| Engineering Department
by county with indexes and a map. However, th and in the summer of
web site where | purchased my copy for Berkele 1969 was sent to NASA’s
County no longer seems to exist. The Martinsbur Langley Facility to work
Public Library has a copy of the three volume se with a group of post-grad
and they also have Fothergill, Augusta B. and Johf*= _ engineers on a federal
M. Naugle. Virginia Tax Payers, 1782-87: Other | B transportation  project.
Than Those Published by the United States Cens ;;fi_; % She denies any truth to
Bureau Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing ' the rumors that she was
Company, c.1978. responsible for the
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success of the Apollo moon landing. ?fg% ding %Cfetafyi Doug Perks
i iaty’ A evon Way
president, at WVU and following graduation, she. STepnerdstonn, W 25443
' ; ' Email: perksd@comcast.net

worked in the President’'s budget office
implementing the transition from payroll ledgers to Membership Secretary: Hugh Voress
computers. Since Jim always thoudtite sun rose P.O. Box 857
and set in Jefferson County,following his Charles Town, WV 25414
graduation from dental school they returned to Email: voresshe@frontiernet.net
Needwood near Harper's Ferry, a seventh
generation family farm. They both love old houses
and have been responsible for listing seven homes i
the National Register. Over the years, Barb has
taken an active role in the community, being a
Sunday School teacher, a Girl Scout Leader, a PTA\jagazine Editor: James L. Glymph
President, a soccer coach for four years, a membeg3o Avon Bend Road
of the F' environmental council in Martinsburg, Charles Town, WV 25414
President of the Berk-Mar Garden Club, and Email: glymphj@comcast.net
President of the Boarman Art’s Center. While on the
executive board, she chaired the Art's Center Newsletter Editor, Marketing, Communications
Christmas Show for 3 years. Curt Mason

Barb is a long-time member of the Society and 3732 Summit Point Road
after being elected treasurer a few years ago, ha&halrles Town, WV 25414 _

. L ; cmasonwhf@aol.com phone: 304.724.7008
strived to keep the Society’s finances in perfect
order. She has also w_orked s_ide-by-side with Jim fO_rSusannah Buckles Flanagan
forty years as the office/business manager of their37z1 Gap view Farm Lane
dental practice in Martinsburg. Dental genes rule in Charles Town, WV 25414
the Gibson family for their three children, Heather, gapviewfarm@hughes.net
Andrew, and John Thomas, are all practicing

Corresponding Secretary: Betsy Wells
22 South Mildred Street
harles Town, WV 25414

Email: Betsy@Betsywells.com

dentists, truly a jaw-dropping accomplishment. Bill Drennen
1 168 Meadow Ridge Drive
3H# $ || Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Email: bill@billdrennen.com
Presideqt Carmen Creamer Bob O'Connor
1923 Shirley Road 119 North Church Street
Summit Point, WV 25446 Charles Town, WV 25414
Email:carmencreamer@yahoo.com Email: oconnorrobertj@netscape.net
Vice President: James G. Gibson Evelyn Taylor
201 Needwood Farm Road 762 Wiltshire Road
Harper's Ferry, WV 25425-3072 ; Kearneysville, WV 25430
Email: jbgibson@frontiernet.net Email: etaylor@frontiernet.net
Treasurer: Barbara Gibson Walter Washington
201 Needwood Farm Road 8382 Middleway Pike
Harper's Ferry, WV 25425-3072 ; Charles Town, WV 25414-4305 Email:
Email: jbgibson@frontiernet.net swwash@comcast.net
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TRAVELLER’S REST

THEN: ca. 1933.

AND NOW, 2008

Traveller's Rest, one of the oldest houses in Jefferson Casirgystory and a half home whose original portions were
built by John Hyatt in 1737. Hyatt sold the property in 1761.as$ Vater purchased by General Horatio Gates, who, as a
Major accompanied General Braddock during the ill-fatexh€n and Indian War campaign of 1755. Although he returned
to England after Braddock’s defeat, Gates’ liberal politieadencies caused him to associate with the plight of tlee col
nists. He resigned his commission in the British army ianti773 arrived in America to purchase the 659 acre faem h
called Travellers Rest.

Gates’ early service with the Continental Army cametihafter a meeting with George Washington at Mount Vernon
in June of 1775 when he was appointed a brigadier general, axtihg adjutant of the army. In 1777 he scored an impres-
sive victory against General Burgoyne at Saratoga in Newk. Ytowever, his disastrous defeat at Camden, SC, in 1780,
effectively put an end to his military career. He reéd to Traveller's Rest to find himself in good company witheot
revolutionary war officers who resided nearby: Charles Relam Stephen, and Daniel Morgan. Gates eventually fresed hi
slaves and left Virginia, settling on Manhattan Island invNerk Harbor where he purchased a farm. He remainet-poli
cally active in New York prior to his death in 1806.

The stone walls indicate that Gates may have builtdditi@n to Hyatt's structure and its dormer windows alsopeare
of later modifications, although the home remains much as Gates lefirie & its more interesting features are the original
doors and locks, the shutters with iron bars and holes abphéhte hand-carved stairway and paneling imported from Eng-
land, a huge fireplace, and some of the original panes in tidows. The home is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places and is owned by Martha Ann Mclintosh, a member of SenatertRotByrd’s staff.
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JCHS PUBLICATIONS
Free Shipping on ALL Orders!!

Publications of the Society and our partners ardahiaifor purchase by mail or on our web site, whilslo éncludes brief descrip-
tions of each of the following productittp:/jeffersonhistoricalwv.org/thestore.html)

“Between the Shenandoah and the Potomag™DVD presenting a comprehensive illustrated hi
tory of Jefferson County, West Virginia. ($14). In animalreview, Susan Scouras of the West Vi
ginia Division of Culture and History states:

"The Jefferson County Historical Society has produced a wonderful yhistotheir homelanc
through the combined use of beautifully scenic videotape photograpgstitig still photos an
artists' representations of the natural landscape and resourcesndnemade structures and t
people themselves that comprise the past and present of Jeffiersoty. As the title indicates, tis :
influence of the county's location between the Shenandoah and the PdRorees is wove === st
through both the narrative and the visual images from beginning to eradeditally placed commentary by local experts
and representatives of various agencies and organizations add support setied history of Jefferson County as drawn
from Historic Jefferson County, by Millard Kessler Bushongeltgnt narration by Charlie Glaize and well-chosen back-
ground music round out the presentation of Writer/Producer Melissaaeeall

Between the Shenandoah and Potomac: Historic Homes of JstiarCounty, WV. Color pictures and descriptions of over
100 of Jefferson County’s most historic homes, 178pp, hardbound book 9549.

The Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical Sociésymailed annually to each member and contains estebout local
historical places, people, and events. Prices for puremabshipping of back issues of the magazines are as/$ol|

1935-1964: $20/copy
1965-1994: $15/copy
1995-Current: $10/copy

The Washington Homes of Jefferson Count§10.

Prominent Men of Shepherdstowi\.D. Kenamond, 196210

Between the Shenandoah and Potomac: Historic Homes of Jeffler€ounty.Hard-bound$50

Calendar & Index to Recorded Plats in Jefferson County, WV (M&9urthouse, 1801-190Michael. D. Thompsof25

Tombstone Inscriptions, Jefferson County, W. Va 1687-1980mpiled by Bee Line Chapter, National Society Daugldkrs
the American Revolution (DAR), 1981. $22

Burials in Jefferson County, West Virginia, 1978-9Compiled by Hugh E. Voress, 1998,8

GUEST PUBLICAONS
West Virginia EncyclopediaA new "must have" reference book loaded with informatait

Military Operations in Jefferson CounA guide to the Sons of Confederate Veterans networkvif Wiar Markers $15

The Perfect Steel Trap, Harper’s Ferry, 185%his historical novel, written by Bob O'Connor, JCHS&EBbmember, provides
eye-witness accounts of the John Brown insurrecti@adRabout the preparations, the raid, the trialseieeutions and the
aftermath and then decide: was John Brown a hero ouadie?$23

The Virginian Who Might have Saved LincolrPresident Lincoln’s trusted friend, former law partaed heavily armed body-
guard, Ward Hill Lamon, a Summit Point, VA native, was &ioFord's Theater the night of April 14, 1865. Learn sfuttiere-
abouts that fateful evening by reading this historicakhby Bob O'Connor$16

The Night | Freed John Brown This exciting new young adult novel for ages 12 and up, wiitgddarper’s Ferry
native John Cummings, centers on 13-year-old Josh Connorgavneg himself from his shy, sheltered life in the
historic town, idolizes the fierce spirit of the controvaréigure of John Browr$15

Please mail a check with your name, address, telepte number, and e-mail address to:
The Guardian, Attention Publications, PBox 485, Charles Town, WV 25414,
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